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SAT-ASAT (BEING AND NOT-BEING-).	[CHAP. XI.
them is eating the sweet fig, while the other is simply a looker on.
It also refers to the well-known formula, c eko^m sat viprdh bahudhd
vadanti?: that which exists is One : sages call it variously.
But by far the best evidence of Monistic conception in the Vedio
times is afforded by the two hymns of the Eig Veda, known as the
Puru-sha S^ha1 and the Ndsadiya SuJcfa2. These may have been corn"
1 Rig Veda, X, 90; see translation,
Mnir's Sanskrit Texts, Vol. 1, p. 9, and
Vol. 5, p. 368 :—
"1. Purusha has a thousand heads,
a thousand eyes, a thousand feet. On
every side enveloping the earth, he
overpassed (it) by a space of ten fin-
gers. 2. Purusha himself is this whole
(universe), whatever has been and
whatever shall be. He is also the lord
of immortality, since (or, when) by
food he expands. 3. Such is his
greatness, and Purusha is superior to
this. All existences are a quarter of
him; and three-fourths of him are
that which is immortal in the sky.
4. With three quarters Purusha
mounted upwards. A quarter of him
was again produced here. He was then
diffused everywhere over things which
eat and things which do not eat. 5.
From him was born Virdj, and
from Virdj, Purusha.  When born,
he extended beyond the earth, both
behind and before. 6. When the gods
performed a sacrifice with Purusha as
the oblation, the spring was its butter,
the summer its fuel, and the autumn
its (accompanying) offering. 7. This
victim, Purusha, bora in the beginn-
ing, they immolated on the sacrificial
grass. With him the gods, the
JSddhyas, and the rishis sacrificed.
8. From that universal sacrifice were
provided curds and butter. It formed
those aerial (creatures) and animals
both "wild and tame. 9. Prom that
universal sacrifice sprang the rich and
sdman verses, the metres, and the
yajush. 10. From it sprang horses,
and all animals with two rows of teeth ;
kme sprang from it; from it goats
and sheep. 11. When (the gods)
divided Purusha, Into how many
parts did they cut him up ? what was
hia mouth ? what arms (had he) ?
what (two objects) are said (to have
been) his thighs and feet ? 12. The
Brahman was his mouth ; the Edjanya
was made his arms ; the being (called)
the Vaisya, he was his thighs; the
 Sudra sprang from his feet. 13. The
moon sprang from his soul (manas),
the sun from his eye, Indra and Agni
from his mouth, and V&yu from his
breath. 14. from his navel arose
the air, from his head the sky, from
his feet the earth, from his ear the
(four) quarters: m this manner (the
gods) formed the worlds. 15. When
the gods, performing sacrifice, bound
Purusha as a victim, there were seven
sticks (stuck up) for it (around the
fire), and thrice seven pieces of fuel
were made. 16. With sacrifice the
gods performed the sacrifice. These
•were the earliest rites. These great
powers have sought the sky, where
are the former SddJiyds^ gods."
Cf. also Mas Muller's " Hist. Sans.
Lit", p. 570.
2 Rig Veda, X, 129 :—
" Then was not non-existent nor
existent; there was no realm of air,
no sky beyond it.
What covered in, and where ? and
what gave shelter ?
Was water there, unfathomed depth
of water ?
2. Death was not then, nor was there
aught immortal: no sign was there,
the day's and night's divider.
That One Thing, breathless, breathed
by its own nature : apart from it was
nothing whatsoever.
3. Darkness there was: at first con-
cealed in darkness, this All was indis-
crimmated chaos.
All that existed then was void and
formless: by the great power of
Warmth was born that Unit.
4. Thereafter rose Desire in the
beginning, Desire, the primal seed and
germ of Spirit.
Sages who searched with their hearths
thought discovered the existent's kin-
ship in the non-existent.
5. Transversely was their severing
line extended: what was above it
then, and what below it ?

